Summer Mission Trip 2012
June 24-29, 2012
Covington, Virginia

Mission trips are a week of hard work, lots of fun, good friends and an opportunity to do something that makes a difference in the life of another person or family.  This summer we will again be working as part of Presbyterian Mission Week in Alleghany County, Virginia.  The mission statement for Presbyterian Mission Week reads as follows:  Our goal is to perform repairs and make improvements to the homes of lower-income older adults and disabled people who otherwise could not afford them.  This includes repairs and improvements like replacing rotted flooring, steps, and constructing hand rails and wheel-chair ramps.  The mission trip is open to students entering ninth grade through adults, but middle school students are accepted as long as a parent comes with them.

Here are the answers to some questions you might have…

Where is Covington?  Covington, VA is about an hour from us in the Alleghany Highlands.  It has a lower median income and higher poverty rate than the statewide average.

What work will we be doing?  The work is arranged for us by volunteers from a group of Presbyterian Churches in that area who assesses the needs of the community.  Throughout the week we are likely to do jobs such as replacing floors, painting, constructing handrails and steps, and building wheelchair ramps.  We will know more specifically when we are closer to the time of the trip the types of jobs we will be doing.  

Who provides leadership?  There will be both youth and adults on this trip and responsibilities will be shared.  Janet Chisom will be the staff person from Salem Presbyterian Church.  Volunteers from Alleghany County also provide leadership on the job site.  The specific jobs we do will depend on what skills we bring to the group.  Each evening we will spend time together debriefing the day, sharing what we’ve learned, or engaging in the local culture.  

Where do we stay?  We will stay at the Boys’ Home in either a cottage or on cots in the gymnasium.  Showers are accessible from either location.  Meals are provided each day—breakfast at the Boys’ home, lunches from local restaurants, dinners at local churches.   

How much does it cost?  Hosting a week of service for other churches to participate in is the mission of the Presbyterian Churches in Alleghany County.  Therefore, they raise the funds to house us, feed us, and buy supplies for the worksite!  Our costs will come from our transportation and small extras that we purchase.  We would like to give a donation to Presbyterian Mission Week and are asking each participant to donate $25 as their fee for the mission trip.  
How do we get to Covington?  We will carpool together and use those vehicles to get to the worksites each day.  Typically we will split into smaller groups of 6-8 and work at a house for several days.  With several groups we can work on improvements for 3-4 houses during the week.

Why do we do it?  There are at least five reasons for our mission trips…

· To live out God’s commandment of loving our neighbors as ourselves

· To help others

· To experience a different cultural setting from our own

· To learn from those with whom we work

· To share the experience of living, working and having fun together

SO . . . WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO NOW?  

1. Talk with your family about the trip.

2. Fill out the enclosed Registration Form and return it to the church by SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13th.   
3. Include with your Registration Form a check made payable to “Salem Presbyterian Church” for $25.00.  

What happens next?  There will be more forms to fill out and lists of things to gather.  In addition, closer to the date we leave, there will be an informational meeting to make sure teams are formed, carpools are arranged, and questions are answered.  Of course, questions can be asked and suggestions made prior to that meeting!    
Do you have additional questions?  I know this only begins to answer some of the questions you might have.  If you have others please feel free to give Janet a call.  The number at the church is 389-3881.

===========================================================

To register for our trip to Clintwood this summer, fill in the information below and return this form to the church with a check for $25 made payable to Salem Presbyterian Church  by February 26th.  

NAME  _______________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________


       _____________________________________________________________

HOME PHONE NUMBER  ________________________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS:  ______________________________________________________

GRADE IN SCHOOL:  ____________

WORK EXPERIENCE: ____________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________

VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE:  ______________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE OF PARENT 

OR GUARDIAN  _________________________________________________________

It is our policy that everyone who would like to go on any church related trip goes.  If there are financial considerations that make paying for the trip difficult, please speak with Janet Chisom.
