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Staff 
 

Pastor 

Will Robinson 

williamrobinson.spc@gmail.com 

 

Associate Pastor 

Janet Chisom 

janetchisom.spc@gmail.com 

 

Staff Secretary 

Betsy Kelderhouse 

betsykelderhouse.spc@gmail.com 

 

Finance Secretary 

Lynn Ross 

lynnross.spc@gmail.com 

 

Parish Nurse 

Kitty Beehner  

kittybeehner.spc@gmail.com 

 

Director of Music 

Reed Carter 

reedcarter.spc@gmail.com 

 

Custodian 

Gene Thrower 

 

Office Hours  
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Pastor: Mon.—Wed., Fri. 

Associate Pastor: Mon.—Thu. 

Staff Secretary: Mon.—Thu.: 8 AM - 

3:30 PM, Fri.: 8 AM - 3:00 PM 

Finance Secretary: Tue., Thu. 

Parish Nurse: Tue., Thu. (10-Noon) 

 

 

Worship.  Grow.  Serve. 
“Fishing in Rough Waters” 

 
“American Protestant congregations continue to 
decline.”  That recent headline in a Christian 
publication echoes other studies that find 
continued membership decline in the churches of 
mainline denominations such as the PC(USA), 
Episcopal, United Methodist, and Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
 
According to the study, “Half of [mainline 
Protestant] congregations could lose one-third of 
their members in 15 years.”  Also, from 2000 to 
2010 the number of mainline churches with a 
weekly attendance of 100 or fewer increased by 
almost 10% (from 56% to 63%).  The decline is 
attributed to the disproportionate number of older 
members and the inability to keep and attract 
younger ones. 
 
I’m grateful that Salem Presbyterian has a good 
mix of people of all ages and that membership 
gains remain steady.  At the same time, we have 
seen little increase in worship attendance.  Like 
most mainline congregations (regardless of size) 
as well as some non-denominational churches, 
our attendance has basically been flat (at an 
average of 180). 
 
In light of the overall trend, one question we and 
all churches need to ask is: What can we do to 
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attract young people (i.e., ages 18-35)?  What can 
we do to reach them with the Good News?  The 
task is tough because an increasing number of 
young adults have no religious affiliation and thus 
aren’t committed to regular worship or joining a 
church.  Yet, they are “spiritual” and not 
necessarily more secular in outlook. 
 
In reflecting on such questions and some of the 
answers provided, I’ve thought about what we 
might do.  I think the team exploring a second 
“contemporary” worship service is a possible 
answer, especially given the demographics of 
such services.  I’ve also wondered whether I/we 
should start a Bible discussion group/time at Mill 
Mountain (or somewhere in the community) that 
was open to anyone. 
 
I’m open to your ideas and input.  Jesus says, 
“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of 
people.”  How will SPC be faithful to Jesus’ calling 
to be fishers of people, particularly the next 
generation of young people? 
 
In Christ, 

Worship Notes 
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PRAYER LIST 
 

 

CHURCH MEMBERS 
Vaughn Bonham 
Jean Partin, on the death of her    
  sister 
Louise Schumacher 
Betty Shelor 
Rome Tuttle 
 
FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
Angela Akers, stage 4 lung cancer 
(Carrie Chittum’s cousin) 

Bonny, complications from heart 
attack & diabetes (Marty 
Deardorff’s sister-in-law) 

Dan Bowman, rare cancer 
(Michelle Darby’s friend) 

Jen Brady, lung cancer 
  (Doug Hayes’s friend) 
Doris Bruce (Anne Steele’s 
mother) 

Judy Bullington, brain tumors; 
hospice (Judy Painter’s niece) 

Sid Carter, cancer (Treva Carter’s 
sister) 

Donna Coffman, cancer; new 
tumors (Diane Tuttle’s friend) 

Chris Collier, coma (Gwyn 
Gilliam’s friend) 

Jeanne Forrest (Vickie Smith’s 
aunt) 

Daryl Handcock, cancer (George 
Lester’s son-in-law) 

Marie Hogan, lymphoma (Russell 
Bach’s sister) 

Kathy (Louise Schumacher’s 
daughter) 

Christian Kearns, awaiting 
transplant (Walt Kearns’s 
nephew) 

Jason Liddle, cancer (Becky 
Williams’s nephew) 

Bill Mason, cancer diagnosis 
(Jane Simmons’s son-in-law) 

Mike McSherry, colon cancer 
(Donna Beard’s friend) 

John Meierdierck, neck surgery; 
injured in fall (Nancy Hayes’s 
brother) 

Wanda Moffett, breast cancer 
surgery 1/25 (Wanda 
Thompson’s daughter) 

Wes Partin, job hunting (Jean 
Partin’s son) 

Kim Price, dialysis; unable to work 
(Stephanie Lipes’s friend) 

Brandon Rhodes, M.D.; feeding 
tube (Donna Beard’s nephew) 

Mary Kay Ruckman, cancer 
(Carolyn Greene’s sister) 

Katie Taylor, Hodgkins lymphoma 
(Lisa Brown’s friend) 

Jennifer Thompson, acute 
ulcerative colitis (Linda 
Addington’s niece) 

Ken Thompson, Parkinson’s 
(Diane Tuttle’s friend) 
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�Stacy Carey Towell, cancer 
(Macy Hailey’s step-
granddaughter) 

Diane Wright, recurrence of 
cancer (Susan Burnett’s 
friend) 
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The Pulse: Kitty Beehner, Parish Nurse 
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Reminder of  

Duties: 

February  

 
 
Ushers 
Team 3 
 
 
Pulpit Assistants 
2/5 Martha Pinkerton  
2/12 Chuck Kennedy 
2/19 John Lugar 
2/26 Fran Ferguson 
 
 
Diaconate Meeting: 
February 7 at 7:30 PM 
(Committees meet at 7:00) 
 
 
Session Meeting: 
February 28 at 7:00 PM 
 
 

 

Children’s Worship 
2/5 TBA 
2/12 Kate Robinson 
2/19 TBA 
2/26 Susan Burnett 
 
 
Acolytes 
2/5 Garrett Wall, 
 Connor Burnett 
2/12 Ashby Garst, 
 Jackson Garst 
2/19 Mikayla Stovall, 
 Isabelle Donahue 
2/26 Zach Beard, 
 Natalie List 
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